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A Roman Catholic cardinal has stepped forward with what he says is new evidence that could
directly implicate former President Carlos Salinas de Gortari in the assassination of Cardinal Juan
Jesus Posadas Ocampo in Guadalajara in May 1993. Posadas Ocampo was gunned down in his
limousine at the Guadalajara International Airport while awaiting the arrival of Mexico's Vatican
representative, Nuncio Girolamo Prigione.
A two-year investigation of the incident concluded that Posadas was the victim of mistaken identity
during a shootout at the airport between members of two drug cartels. The investigation suggested
Posadas may have been mistaken for prominent drug dealer Joaquin Guzman Loera, known as El
Chapo. This conclusion, however, left doubts in the minds of many Mexicans, including the Mexican
bishops conference (Conferencia del Episcopado Mexicano, CEM), which alleged that Posadas
Ocampo was the victim of an assassination.
Critics point out that Posadas and Guzman were very different physically, making the chance of
mistaken identity unlikely. Cardinal Juan Sandoval Iniguez, who succeeded Posadas as head of the
Diocese of Guadalajara, came forward in early June with evidence he said supports the theory that
Posadas was the victim of a conspiracy.
The cardinal said he received the information via electronic mail, which he then transferred to
several compact discs for delivery to the Vatican and to Jalisco state authorities. The evidence was
then sent to the federal Procuraduria General de la Republica (PGR), which was asked to reopen the
investigation. The case was not officially closed, but had been placed in "reserve" status.
The official request to move the investigation to active status came from Jalisco state legislator
Fernando Guzman Perez of the center-right Partido Accion Nacional (PAN), who led a separate
state probe into Posadas Ocampo's death during the administration of former governor Alberto
Cardenas. Attorney general to review request to reopen case Attorney General Rafael Macedo de
la Concha said the PGR would study all the evidence to determine whether to reopen the case.
"In this administration, no one is outside the law," said Macedo de la Concha. "If the evidence
presented from the Vatican and from legislator Fernando Guzman is truthful, then we will have to
act according to the law."
But Sandoval's efforts suffered a setback when a Jalisco court ruled that the evidence turned over by
the cardinal was not sufficient to reopen the case. Court officer Jorge Fonseca said the information
on the compact discs was reviewed by Judge Salvador Rivera, who determined there were no "new
elements" to merit reopening the case.
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Officials have not publicly discussed the evidence on the compact discs, but the Italian newspaper
Il Giornale presented details in a report published in early June. The newspaper, quoting sources in
Mexico, said Salinas de Gortari ordered the assassination because Posadas Ocampo had obtained
compelling evidence that linked the former president and his brother Raul to prominent drug
cartels. Il Giornale said the evidence showed that Salinas de Gortari coordinated three different
groups to carry out the assassination. The first group, led by an unnamed high-level anti-narcotics
officer, carried out the actual murder. The second and third groups, led by two rival drug-trafficking
organizations, were used to create confusion and cordon off the crime scene.
In a recorded message explaining his decision to come forward with the information, Sandoval
expressed hope that President Vicente Fox would be true to his campaign promises to end
corruption and impunity in Mexico. "The people of Mexico voted for change a year ago, but not only
economic change," Sandoval said. "We also seek an end to the impunity we have experienced for so
long."

Feud between cardinal and ex-attorney general revealed
Sandoval has advocated a just resolution of the Posadas case for many years. In an interview with
the daily newspaper El Universal, the cardinal said that former attorney general Jorge Carpizo
McGregor threatened to put him in jail in 1994 if he persisted in arguing that the case was a state
crime and not a random killing. Sandoval's accusations prompted Carpizo to call a press conference
in early June to deny the cardinal's version of the events.
Accusing Sandoval of sympathy with "ultra-right" politicians, the ex-attorney general challenged
the church official to take a polygraph test. Carpizo went so far as to accuse Sandoval and his
team of lawyers of attempting to bribe witnesses to declare that the killing of Posadas was a
plot. Furthermore, he said the nine compact discs delivered to authorities contained information
already considered by the PGR, and it did not warrant reopening the case. "The case should not be
reopened on the basis of gossip or hearsay," said Carpizo.
The weekly news magazine Proceso said other bishops were ready to come forward but were
silenced by the government. The magazine cited the case of the late Bishop Luis Reynoso Cervantes
of Cuernavaca, who at first staunchly defended the theory that Posadas was assassinated but later
was pressured by Carpizo to accept the government's version that the Guadalajara bishop was
caught in a cross fire.
Proceso said Reynoso was about to return to his original position before he mysteriously died of
cardiac arrest in a hospital bed. "There was a strong conviction among the clergy of the Diocese of
Cuernavaca that Bishop Reynoso was intentionally allowed to die because he intended to publicly
denounce the government's version after his pending retirement," said Proceso.
In his press conference, Carpizo also denied putting any pressure on Bishop Reynoso. Reynoso, said
Carpizo, was one of two Mexican church officials who wrote to the Vatican asking that Sandoval be
"brought under control" because of his off- base accusations regarding the Posadas killing. There
was no immediate comment from former President Salinas about the accounts in Il Giornale and the
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latest revelations from Bishop Sandoval. Salinas remains in self- imposed exile, reportedly traveling
between Ireland and Cuba.
But in a recent book about his presidency, Salinas denied that the government planned Posadas
Ocampo's death. He said the charges came from "small-minded individuals" who were mistakenly
assigned to posts of great responsibility. "[These individuals], through ignorance, negligence, or bad
faith, spoke of a plot to kill Cardinal Posadas Ocampo," Salinas said. "Their arguments, which were
always emotional and slanted, are not supported by reality or by the results of the investigations."

Fox government considers creation of truth commission
Sandoval's accusations come as the Fox administration is considering requests from
nongovernmental organizations to create a truth commission to investigate disappearances and
other unresolved cases of human rights violations. The Posadas case may be one matter taken up by
the commission if the government decides to create the panel.
One of the strongest proponents of the commission is Mariclaire Acosta, Fox's special ambassador
for human rights. In a press conference, Acosta said the administration would be willing to open
records that were previously closed to the general public. "We will also comply with each and
every recommendation submitted by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR),"
Acosta said in a press conference also attended by Attorney General Macedo and Defense Secretary
Ricardo Vega Garcia.
In another departure from past human rights policies, Vega Garcia agreed to maintain an open
dialogue with human rights organizations regarding past and future complaints about abuses by the
Mexican military. Under this policy, the military will begin to allow civilians to submit evidence in
cases where the military is accused of violating human rights. In the past, the Mexican armed forces
kept civilians entirely out of its judicial proceedings.
The new policy opens the door for military-civilian reviews of several high-profile cases, including
the imprisonment of Gen. Jose Francisco Gallardo, who was taken into custody shortly after
publishing an article highly critical of the army's human rights record in 1993. The human rights
organization Amnesty International has strongly advocated the release of Gallardo, whom it says
was imprisoned on fabricated charges ranging from theft of funds to misuse of military equipment
(see SourceMex, 1999-01-20).
The daily newspaper La Jornada said the policy of the Secretaria de Defensa Nacional (SEDENA)
could also open the door for the investigation of Gens. Arturo Acosta Chaparro and Humberto
Quiros Hermosillo for human rights violations against civilians in Guerrero state during the 1970s.
Acosta Chaparro and Quiros Hermosillo were jailed in August 2000 on charges of protecting drug
traffickers (see SourceMex, 2000-09-20).
"We are open to investigate thoroughly any matters where proof is presented against members of
the army," SEDENA officials told La Jornada. (Sources: Associated Press, 06/05/01; Spanish news
service EFE, Publico (Guadalajara), 06/07/01; Novedades, 06/05/01, 06/06/01, 06/08/01; El Financiero,
06/08/01; Proceso, 06/10/01; Reuters, 06/03/01, 06/12/01; CNI en Linea, 06/03-07/01, 06/10-12/01;
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Notimex, 06/04-7/01, 06/10-12/01; Deutsche Press Agentur, 06/12/01; Excelsior, 06/05-07, 06/11-13/01;
El Economista, 06/05-08/01, 06/13/01; The News, 06/06/01, 06/07/01, 06/13/01; El Universal, 06/06/01,
06/08/01, 06/12/01, 06/13/01; La Jornada, 06/06-08/01, 06/11-13/01; Reforma, 06/07/01, 06/13/01)
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